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Addresses
Graduates

Monsignor Carl J. Ryan

Democracy's
Basis Tr uth,
Speal~er Says
"Our A m e r i c a n democracy
rests upon certain truths which
are the common property of religion and right philosophy," said
Monsignor Carl J. Ryan, diocesan
director of parochial schools, tonight in his address given at the
14th annual commencement exercises of Our Lady of Cincinnati
College.
Basic Doctr ines Forgotten
Monsignor Ryan continued, "In
recent years, it has been the
fashion on the part of educators
and writers of textbooks to eliminate entirely, or pass over with
the briefest of mentions, these
basic doctrines on which our
democracy rests." He pointed out
the fact that the individual benefits of democracy are too often
advanced as its main defense,
rather than the principles which
are its chief cause, the actual
reasons why man is entitled to
freedom.
A comparison was made between the Communist system, in
which the members are thoroughly indoctrinated with Communist
theories, and, for that reason, are
willing to undergo any hardship
for their cause; and our own system, in which we neglect to inculcate the very principles upon
which our way of life rests. "In
a contest bf'tween the two competing systems, can we be s ure
of maintaining our own?" Msgr.
Rya n asked.
Catholic College Contribution
He explained the distinctive
contribution that Catholic colleges, "particularly the small
Catholic college with its background of Liberal Arts training,"
has to make in preserving the
American way of life. This contribution is to send "into public and
private life men and women who
understand the basic principles of
democracy, as understood by the
founding fathers ." Such graduates, he said, must make known
these principles to their fellow
citizens whose educational background has too often left them
wi th only th e vaguest idea of the
basic truths upon which our
political and social syst em is dependent.

Patricia Wood Is
Top Dominicanette
In additio n to assuming the editorship of the Dominicanette,
official publication of the Dominican Sisters of the Sick Poor,
Patricia Wood, j unior, was recently elected Dominicanette-ofthe-year for her outstanding
work in assisting the nuns of that
order in their case work in this
area.

A Letter To The Seniors
Dear Seniors :
Graduation events have been crowding your last days at
Edgecliff. You have had little time to realize that it all adds up
to-good by.
First there was the Junior-Senior prom in the Pavilion Caprice of the Hotel Netherland Plaza. The prom was always a big
affair and in your senior year it took on added importance.
Next a Mass was offered for seniors' intentions by Father
Hilary Ahern. The Mass was followed by a delicious breakfast
given by the Home Economics class.
Your "little sisters" eagerly joined the festivities with the
freshman-senior luncheon and the sophomores gave the traditional Garden Party.
Baccalaureate Sunday was celebrated in the college chapel
and on that day you were formally initiated into the Alumnae
Association. Class day exercises featured reading of class history,
unveiling of the class picture, passing of the symbolic daisy
chain and planting of the rose bush as a remembrance of the
class of '49.
The final event was the impressive candlelight exercises,
climaxed by the passing of the candle, symbolic of the spirit of
Edgecliff, to the student body.
These have been busy days during which you have heard

many farewells and tributes. Perhaps you are tired of listening.
But there are still a few things we should like to say.
It was nice knowing you , individually and as a class. We
liked your friendliness and good cheer. We admired your cooperation and leadership. We were proud of your Catholicity and
scholarship. We enjoyed the supper meetings, dances and working together on various school projects. You were our teachers,
too, because from you we learned the art of being good, well
trained students.
Now your college days are over and you will take a place
in your chosen field. If you write a best-seller or win a prize for
science we will be proud of you. But the degree to which you
represent all that Edgecliff stands for will determine the degree
of yo ur success in our eyes.
Each of you has a challenge to face. As products of Catholic
education you are ambassadors of Catholic thought to a materialistic world. Your greatest task is to live the Catholic religion
and philosophy that you studied. We feel assured that you will
meet this challenge. Just as we looked to you for leadership in
college so we shall expect you to show us the way in the larger
field of the lay apostolate.
Yours sincerely,
The Girls of Edgecliff

Forty-Two Seniors Receive Degrees
At 14th Annual Commenceinent Exercises
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Mary Feldman Elected New Council President
Other Off ice rs
Are Announced
Election of Mary Feldman as
!J!'t!sident uf tli.., Stu<lt:!nt Cou.u il
for the 1949-50 school year was
announced at the last meeting
of the entire student body for
this school term.
Following this announcement
Marie Brown was elected prefect
of the Sodality.
Other officers of the Council
are Suzanne Schimanski, senior
class president, vice-president of
the Council; Joan Bamberger,
junior class president, secretary
of the Council. Senior representatives to the Council will be
Julanne . Sagmaster and Helen
Cannon.
The new delegates from the
college to the National Federation of Catholic College Students
are Jane Beck, senior delegate,
and Marjorie Mullaney, junior
delegate. Corrine Geers retains
her position as delegate to the
National Students Association, in
the capactiy of senior delegate
with Edith Hirschberg as j unior
delegate. These delegates were
elected for the coming year at
the last meeting of the Student
Counci! in May.

Grads of '39
Plan Reunion
The graduation class of '39 of
Our Lady of Cincinnati College
will celebrate its 10th anniversary
Wednesday, June 22, with a
Solemn Mass to be sung by Monsignor William J . Gauche, with
Father John F. Dillon as deacon,
and Father James E. Sherman,
sub deacon. Father Alfred G .
Stritch will preach the sermon.
A luncheon in Emery Hall will
follow the Mass.
Guests of honor will include
Monsignor Carl J . Ryan, Father
Francis Kunnecke, Father Joseph
Urbain, and Father Carl Steinbicker, priests who were memb ers of the faculty when the college was founded in 1935.
From 2 to 4 p.m. the jubilarians
will have open house for their
former professors and schoolmates, with Benediction immediately afterwards.
Last Sunday the j ubilarians
were honored at a graduation
banquet for the class of '49 given
by the alumnae. They were also
guests of the sophomores at the
garden party Monday evening.

German Countess In Cincinnati
To Study Housing Methods
"The activities of Catholics in
our country run along parallel
lines with those of yo ur country
in that they have the same problems, come to the same conclusions and use the same methods,
only in our country everthing is
so much more tragic and diffic ult
than here."
So said Countess Sophia Eltz,
of Limburg, Germany, during her
one-day stopover at Edgecliff recently. The Countess is chairman
of the Family Life unit in her
diocese in Limburg, Germany,
and her tour through the United
States is being sponsored by the
N .C.W.l". so that she can study
American methods and planning
in low-cost housing projects.
Countess Eltz said she is es-

p ecially interested in visiting
orphanages while in this country
in order to return to Germany
wi th some plan for alleviating
what she termed the " unspeakable childhood misery" rampant
in that country.
The titled visitor reported that
German Catholics, in addition to
0rgani zi ng housing projects, not
of apartments or tenement types
but of one-family units, are promoting Cana and pre-Cana conferences in the diocese of Limburg, Germany. The Countess
said that this is one of the chief
projects of the year and that efforts to secure priests, doctors,
and competent lay people as
lecturers have already been
made.

Baccalaureate
Sp eaker

Father john F. Dillon

Father Dillon
Addresses Seniors
Father John F . Dillon, religion
instructor, delive red the sermon
for the graduates and their parents on Baccalaureate Sunday.
The Solemn Mass, which was attended by alumnae and faculty
members also, was celebrated by
Father Martin T. Molloy in the
college chapel.
Last Sunday was the second
time Fath er Dillon delivered the
Baccalaureate address for the
graduates, the first time being
for the class of 1941.
Following the Mass, breakfast
was served for the graduates and
their parents in the college dining
room.
Reception into the Alumnae
Association in the afternoon followed a luncheon in honor of the
graduates given by members of
the alumnae.

Archbish op Co nfers
Diplomas, H on ors
The 14th annual commencement of Our Lady of Cincinnati
college, at which 42 seniors received degrees, was held this
evening on the college campus.
Archbishop John T. McNicholas
conferred degrees and honors upon the graduates who were presented by Monsignor William J.
Gauche, head of the social science department of the college.
Monsignor Carl J . Ryan, dean of
the Teachers' College, Athenaeum, Cincinnati, delivered the
commencement address.
Commencement exercises opened with the academic procession
from the Administration building
to the back campus. Members of
the student body, faculty , and
alumnae took part in the procession. After the commencement
address, the exercises closed with
the singing of the college hymn.
Degrees A warded
Those who received Bachelor
of Arts degrees are: Margaret
Bartlett, Joyce Bath, Rita Burke,
Jean Centner, Jeanne Dossman,
magna cum laude ; Marguerite
Dowling, Margaret
Edmonds,
Helen Mary Elias, Marie FitzPatrick, Rosemary Groff, Helen
Haumesser, J oan Hocks, Helen
Joering, J eanne Kessling, Mary
Kief, cum laude ; Theresa Kinder,
Anna Mary Kock, magna cum
laude ; Mary Louise Koenig, cum
laude ; Dolores Kreis, Joan Latta,
Audrey Loeffler, Martha Molloy,
Hilda Motzer, Genevieve Nader,
cum laude ; Mary Alyce Osterman, Helen Poland, Claire Reidell, cum laude ; Mary Elizabeth
R i t t e r , cum laude ; Martha
Rourke, Dorothy Selzer, cum
laude ; Joan Titus, Fay Truss,
Arlene W ertz, Marjorie Winters,
magna cum laude; and Sister
Mary Amora, R .S.M., cum laude.
Bachelor of Science degrees
were conferred upon Jun e
McGovern, Mary M a r g a r e t
Mercurio, and Margery Rack,
Ruth Willke, c um la ude, J oanne
Snook, Sister Mary Angeline,
R. S. M. and Sister Mary Olivia,
R. S. M.
Diocesan Teacher Certificates
were received by Helen Mary
Elias and Joan Titus. The Catholic Scholastic Press Key fn
Journalism was awarded to
Helen Mary Elias, Helen Joering,
retiring editor of Th e Edgecliff,
and Mary Elizabeth Ritter. Membership in Kappa Gamma Pi,
honorary sorority, was awarded
to Claire Reidell, Margery Winters, Dorothy Selzer, and Mary
Elizabeth Ritter.
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No Vacation
From Principle
As the college year closes, all of us are
planning our summer vacation. Whether we
wor k, travel, or remain at home, it is certain
that most of us will be making new contacts
with various types of people. This is an excellent time for putting Catholic Action to
work.
Many of us are unaware of the great influences we can exert on others by our good
example and good works. We must realize
that the Catholic philosophy we have been
taught does not cease to exist during our vacation period. Certainly in our present materialistic age, there is a great necessity for
the spreading of Catholic doctrine. Armed
with a clear-cut knowledge of our faith and
determined to put that faith into action, we
can exercise a decided Christian influence
upon others.
We should remember that by helping our
fellow man to a happier life in this world,
we can insure ourselves of a happier life in
eternity. We have learned a way of life-now
is the time to start living it.

IT WORKS
Since Edgecliff has witnessed the National Federation of Catholic College Students
in action during a regional convention held
on campus recently, it is more than fitting
that we pay tribute to this organization.
We at Our Lady of Cincinnati found out
during the two days of the convention that
the NFCCS is not the paper-organization it
is sometimes accused of being. We saw lively
panels in action, inter-collegiate problems
solved, resolutions drawn up, friendships
made ; we saw the wall of campus provincialism come tumbling down.
This last activity of the NFCCS for this
year points to a bright future in '49 and '50.
During this next year we hope increased student interest in its activities will help to
bring its aims-the uniting of the Catholic
college students of the nation and the training of Catholic lay leaders- closer to realization.

THE EDGECLIFF
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Here And There
Unforgettables
Once again it is "that" timetime to say "So lon g" t o a most
won derful senior class. W e shall
miss them, of cou rse, b u t there
will a lways be little thin gs abou t
them that t ime can not make us
forget.
J ust who could forget Marguerite Dowling as ou r lovely Prom
Queen? Or Ruth Willke's dimples? Or Rosie Groff's deep
brown eyes or Joan Latta's own
special blue ones? We will always
remember Margery Winter's giggle as she approached the endless
chatter of her constant companion, Claire. Nor can we forget
those lengthy poems, especially
constructed by the Rourke-Osterman team, for very special occasions.
Great Day
Peking Day was the kind of
success usually described as
" huge." The rope-skipping was
enthusiastically directed by Bet-

Seniors' Farewell
Four years ago at just about this time,
scatter ed throughout many different schools
in many different parts of the city, this year's
graduating class participated in ceremonies
similar to the one here at Edgecliff tonight.
Then, as now, there was a certain sense of
sadness, a sense of ending, of loss of something pleasant, something good, something
rather precious.
But mixed with this unnameable feeling
there arose a beginning, a very slight beginning, of some knowledge of the beauty and
hope and wild anticipation that comes with
the start of a newer, freer life.
Four years later, all the mixed emotions
return. But now there is not so much sadness,
or feeling of loss. Rather a sense of supreme
confidence and great joy is present in us.
Confidence in the goodness we can make of
our lives because we have learned here at
Edgecliff to live by and love forever the Eternal Good and Unerring Truth.
The foundation of our Faith which was
laid in our homes and in primary and secondary school, here has been broadened and
deepened and strengthened and the structure
of Catholic doctrine and principle now stands
firm and straight and indestructible.
We leave with joy because we have learned to live with the Endless Joy of the grace
of God in our hearts. We have learned to
live with it and to give of it to others by example in our lives as Catholic college women.
The fundamental values have not been lost
to us and we go into the world with joy because we have known the best of life and
have learned how to give of it to others, no
matter if we become nurses, or secretaries, or
professionals in the field of law or medicine
or the theatre.
Everywhere we can carry God and His
Truth and His Goodness and the Eeternal
Joy of life with us because we have been so
fortunate as to be among the "chosen few"
women in America to be Catholic college
graduates.

No. One Problem?
Is the atom bomb mankind's number one
problem?
A great many college students think so.
In an effort to prove that collegians are more
serious-minded than their elders usually give
them credit for being, a news service asked
a representative number of college students
in Eastern institutions what they considered
the world's most critical problem and the
A-bomb received the largest vote.
But we'd like to point out that, fundamentally, mankind's number one problem is
no different now from what it was before
our scientists developed this mass producer
of death. Mankind's number one problem is
the same as it was when Cain killed Abel.
Our first problem is ourselves. If we can
teach ourselves to control our greed, our lust
for power, the atom bomb will be no more
d angerous than a water pistol. Unless we
achieve that control, then, atom bomb or no
atom bomb, the w orld's mur derous Cains will
multiply and its mur der ed Abels will continue to meet violent deaths.

With Margaret Ryan And Anne Heineman

ty Dunn, w h o k new all t he little
rhymes. The day also had it s casu alities, as u su al, but this year
picked on the " Rut h Anns,"
M isses Ost erman and Busald bein g the v ictims. Both are doin g
nicely, t han k you.
W hile valien t ly uph olding th e
miners in a n argu ment con cern ing coal strikes, Elean or M cD onough was warned by Father
Kunnecke to reason logically and
to "watch your majors." To
which McDee responded: "I'm
not really interested in majors,
only the miners!"
May we sneak in a plug here
for three girls who have done a
marvelous job in helping to "circulate" the Edgecliff? Thanks
ever so much to Joanne Fipps,
Ceil Dwyer, and Dot Crone. We
do appreciate your good work.
Tid Bits
Barb Tuke and Margie Mullaney are still talking about the
wonderful time they had at their
NFCCS convention in Chicago.

They h ave many an d varied t ales
to t ell of the b ig city.
At the recent p ress con vention
in Sprin gfield, J ane B eck al most caused the w h ole d el egat ion t o miss t h eir train for home,
as she worked frantically to cool
her traveling iron , w h ich con tinued to "hiss" even as she put
it in her suitcase, su rroun ded by
damp cloths.
Not to be forgotten are those
gals who recently accepted " third
finger, left hand diamonds," and
pretty ones they are, too. Congratulations to Martha Molloy
who is engaged to Bob Quinlan ;
and also to Mary Evelyn Naish
who, Father Dillon insists, "forcibly hooked" Jack Bechtold.
Good luck to you both.
In winding up our column for
the year, we hereby wish the
graduates the best of luck, and
to the rest of the student body,
" Happy vacation;" we art: looking forward to seeing you again
in the fall.

On the Aisle
It's a happy p r ivilege for this
our last column to b e repor t ed
fro m our position on the aisle at
a production of the Edgecliff
Play ers. This time we went no
fa rthe r than our own auditor ium
and the presentation of the annual spring play fo r an evening
of m erriment and genuine ent ertainme nt.
Catholic Drama
"J enny Kissed Me" is a fin e
example of the best in Catholic
drama for it is thor oughly Catholic w ithout being over laden with
dogmatic principles. Its consistently good humor scored a hit
immediately with all those who
laughed at its very clever lines.
Anyone on campus can nar rate
the story of Father Moynihan,
the pastor of St. Matthew's, and
the trials and tribulations he endures as a r esult of the changing times and the lives of the
people who move in and out of
the rectory.
There are numerous scenes
which will cause many a smile
when recalled. We thought the
trio of girl rangers was a delightful group and made for a clever
scene. Miss Stearns, of the pineapple rice-making Stearns, was
played by Corrine Geers in the
best manner possible as far as we
were concerned. It is to be hoped
that she doesn't live her part as
she does so effectively for any

Once again farewells ar e in ord er as another class bids Edgecliff a fond goodbye. It is not
without heavy h ea r ts that w e
leave all that has b e en so important to us these past four
y ears- the cam pus, our tea chers,
chatting at the lunch table and
in the lounge, but m ost of all our
classmates. We will more than
miss seeing the m and the individuating notes we h ave come to
know about them. For inst ance,
those well-tailor ed s uits w e saw
so oft en on P eggy Bar tlett a nd
w h ich P eggy wore so well ; the
ever-p resent well groomed look
of Anna Mary K ock, even durin g exams. Intrig uin g h as b een
Mary K ief's costume jewelry
worn in K iefie's special ways.
Those Last Weeks
The prom marked the first of
the man y activit ies surroundin g
gradu at ion as lovely Marguerite
D owlin g in a flowing gown of
w hite marquisette march ed p ast
h er subject s to her throne where
sh e was crown ed qu een of Edgecliff, 1949. All sort s of pretty
gown s were seen t hat even in g
and thou ghts of comp rehensives
one week l ater failed to dampen
the spirit s of the seniors who
seem to have had "the best time
ever."
Around the first part of May
when the weather decided to
turn pleasantly warm we experienced that delightful change
from old, drab winter things to
crisp, fresh cottons. Strolling
about campus, we saw Jo Ann
O'Conne! wearing a smart brown
In t h e n ame of t h e ju n ior
class, t he "Ed gecliff" wish es to
a pologize fo r excludin g t h e
nam es of Mr. and Mrs. R alph
H olters and Mr. and Mrs. Earl
J. Winter from the list of prom
p atrons.

By Helen Mary Elias

gr e at l ength of time lest sh e b ecome too happy or " too dedicated
to the single state ." One could go
on and on, scene after scene.
Henr y Liebel was Owen Parkside, " repulsive, callow" 20-y ear old Owen . He played the par t so
well that the audience after a
while started to giggle each time
he ambled onto the stage. J e an
Nieman played Jenny with just
the right mixture of wisdom and
girlish simplicity. She was r e markably good for her first ap pearance on the stage in drama.
Not Soon F orgotten
It seems to us that it will be
quite a while before Walter
Whalen 's portrayal of Father
Moynihan will be forgotten. His
lines were given with force and
vigor and with a generally excellent sense of timing. Responsible for some of the good scenes
with Father Moy nihan was Suzanne Schimanski who, as usual,
turned in a fine performance a s
Mrs. Deasy, the housekeeper.
One could go on indefinitely
extolling the virtues of the entire
cast and the technical staff who
made possible the fine staging of
the play.
The writer r elinquishes h er
post with the wish that her successor may receive ·as much
pleasure from her position " on
the aisle" as we have and that
the next year's theater season
may be full and varied.

Dressing Up
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B y Helen Poland

chambray dress with stand-up
collar and eyelet inset bodice and
Doris Kon kler, with a green and
white stripe seersucker that
sported an e mpire waistline.
T i cki BoHman's g r ey and black
plaid would be a winner in any
summer w ardrobe. It has pushed
up slee ves, full skirt and a n
oversized white pique collar.
The Home Ee b reakfast fo r the
seniors on May 12 made us realize the red-letter day was not fa r
off and that the first of the fare w ells had b een launch ed . Among
the attr active costumes seen tha t
m or ning w a s M arie F i tzpatri ck's
r ich brown crep e d ress w ith its
U -n eckline and side-draped skir t .
On May 15, May D ay, t he en tire stud ent body was led in p rocession t o the grotto w h ere all
p aid t ribute to ou r Queen a n d
Mother. The colorful p ast el formals of the sen iors were in st riking
contrast t o t he ca ps and gown s
of the und erclassmen .
The Long Awaited
Fin ally commencem en t week
an d its h u stle an d b ustle were
upon us . On Sunday we were
mad e members of the alum n ae at
a b anquet given in our h on or.
M argie Rack looked quite ch ic
for the occasion in a t orqu oise
green frock with Peter Pan collar ed lace bodice a n d crepe skirt.
Th e grad u ation ball tomorrow
nigh t will be the last of o u r festivit ies b ut it promises to be a
gay one. Helen Mary Elias plans
to wear a bouffant gown of yellow organdy. This should be very
becoming with Helen Mary's
dark features.
Tonight is our graduation itself. We officially close our four
years' work and with a note of
sadness say goodbye to all of
Edgecliff. For the celebrations
which are to follow, Jerry, our
Ed., is wearing a navy blue sheer
highlighted with a multi-colored
sash. It's been fun, especially
'trying to make her deadlines, and
so ends another round of " Dressing Up."

.J.
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~

Highlights Of 1948-49

I

(

Students march in formal procession for graduation ceremonies.
May Queen Helen Poland, crowns the Virgin's statue while guest speaker, Fr. Henry Naber, Fr.
Hilary Ahern, Bishop C . Byrne, and her attendants look on .

"

.~

)
Helen Joering, left, Edgecliff editor, and Helen Mary Elias, feature writer, were awarded Press Keys. The third winner was Mary

Beth Ritter, shown in the group below at left.

I

New members of Kappa Gamma P i, the national Catholic honorary sorority, shown below, are Marjorie Winters, Mary Beth R itter,
Claire Reidell, and Dorothy Selzer.
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Alice Fox, Fay Truss , and Marie Brown are pictured below with Fr. Alfred G.
Stritch admiring the cashmere sweater awarded to Miss Brown for her efforts in
the Student War Relief campaign.
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Prom Queen Marguerite Dowling, attended by Art Schonenberger, left, above, is crowned by Suzanne
Schimanski . .iunior class president. The Queen appears above, surrounded by attendants Helen Poland,
Marjorie W inters, Fay Truss , Audrey Loeffler, and their escorts. The royal procession below, left, in the
Pavill'on Caprice is led by Mr. and Mrs. Franz Tref !ger.

I

Below is a scene form the winning one - act play, " Red Wax," given by the senior class,
featuring Mary Beth Ritter, Mary K ief, Claire Reidel!, Dorothy Selzer, and Margaret Mary
Rack.

Above and below are two scenes from " Jenny Kissed
Me," Edgecliff Players' spring production. The players shown
are Walter Whalen, John Delaney, Suzanne Schimanski, Jean
Nieman, and Anthony Binder.
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The Class Of 1949
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Margaret Bartlett, sociology
major; daughter of Mr. W. J .
Bartlett; alumna of Mother of
Mercy Academy; Sociology Club,
2 years, president senior year;
Pan American Club 1 year, secretary junior year.
Joyce Bath, Spanish major,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wm.
Bath; alumna of Plainville High
School, Mariemont; Pan American
Club, 4 years; Edgecliff Players,
3 years.
Rita Burke, chemistry major;
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F. W.
Burke; alumna of Ursuline Academy; Science Club, 4 years;
French Club, 4 years; Edgecliff
Players, 4 years; Music Club, 4 years.
Jean Centner, sociology major;
daughter of Colonel and Mrs.

Wm . F . Centner; alumna of St.
Bernardine's High School, San
Bernadina, California; Sociology
Club, 2 years.
Jeanne Dossm an, mathematics
major; daughter of Mrs. Marian
Dossman; alumna of Mother of
Mercy Academy; C.S.M.C., 4
years; German Club, 4 years,
treasurer in senior year; Edgt: cliff Players, 1 year; Science Club,
1 year; Choral Club, 1 year; Athletic Association, 2 years.
Marguerite Dowling, sociology
major; daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
H. P. Dowling; alumna of Louisville Girls High School; Science
Club, 1 year; Home Economics
Club, 1 year; Sociology Club, 2
years, Program Chairman in senior year.

Helen Mary Elias, English major; daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
John W . Elias; alumna of Mother
of Mercy Academy; Latin Club,
4 years; International Relations
Club, 2 years, secretary senior
year; C.S.M.C., 4 years, treasurer
senior year ; Choral Club, 4 years ;
Edgecliff Players, 4 years, secretary junior year, president senior
y~ar; Literary Guild, 2 years,
president senior year; Debating
Club, 2 years, president junior
year; Pan-American Club, 1 year;
Edgecliff staff, 3 years; Literary
Annual staff, 3 years.
Margaret Edmonds, biology major; daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Raymond Edmonds; alumna of
St. Joseph Academy ; German
Club, 3 years.

Marie Fitzpatrick, history major; daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Harold J . Fitzpatrick; alumna of
Regina School; Science Club, 2
years; Choral Club, 4 years; Sociology Club, 3 years; French
Club, 4 years, Secretary senior
year; Music Club, 1 year; C.S.M.C.
1 year.
Rosemary Groff, Sociology major; daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph Groff ; alumna of Piqua
Catholic High School; Sociology
Club, 2 years; Pan American
Club, 2 years; International Relations Club, 2 years ; Choral Club,
4 years.
Helen Haumesser, Sociology
major; daughter of Mrs. Marguerite Haumesser ; alumna of St.
Ursula Academy; Sociology Club,

3 years; Science Club, 1 year;
Pan American Club, 3 years;
Edgecliff staff, 3 years.
Joan Hocks, Spanish major;
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. J .
Hocks alumna of Summit Country Day School ; Pan American
Club, 1 year.
Helen Joering, English major;
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
A. Joering; alumna of Regina
High School; Edgecliff Players, 4
years, treasurer junior ye a r;
French Club, 1 year; Literary
Guild, 2 years; member of the
Edgecliff staff, 3 years, Editor
senior ye a r; Class secretary,
freshman year.
Jeanne Kessling, chemistry major; daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
(Continued on Page 6)
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With The NFCCS

By Sue Schimanski

Mary Claire Leis, junior college
delegate of the NFCCS, was
elected th e regional president of
the federation at the Regional
Council meeting on April 23 at
Villa Madonna college. Miss Leis
succeeds Jerome Conrey of Xavier University.
Since her return from the National Congress in Chicago, held
May 4 to 8, Miss Leis has said,
" The progress of our region this
past year was highly praised by
the National Council. This progress was the result of the great
work done by our retiring officers
and the cooperation of all the
members of the region.
There is, however, even more
intensive work to be accomplished
next year. I am f ully confident
that our region can be the best in

the country. I am very pleased to
have the honor of the presidency
of our active and progressive region. I ask for the prayers and
continued cooperation of all, that
we may make every member of
our region, a true Lay Apostle."
The theme of the Chicago congress was emphasized in the
words of John Julian Ryan, convention speaker, "As members of
the NFCCS, our very special duty
is to help college students. We are
Christians, who are out to lead
Christians, who will lead nonChristians."
Other Edgecliff students who
attended the congress were Mary
Beth Ritter, Margery Winters,
Corrine Geers, Carol Stagaman,
Mary Kief, Dolores Kreis, Margie
Mullaney, Barbara Tuke, and Pat
Winter.

I. R. C. Delegates
Attend Institute

Seniors Assist
At Dedication

Edgecliff will be represented
at the Fifth International Relations Institute, June 5th until
June 11th, by Jane Beck and Joan

Ten senior members of the
Choral Club sang at a dedication
ceremony for a new organ at
Queen of Peace Mission, Millville,
May 22.
The musical program consisted
of choral selections by the girls
and organ solos by Father Joseph
Urbain, pastor. After Benediction,
the girls and members of the
parish joined in an afternoon of
barn dancing and community
singing.
Girls who participated were
Margery Winters, Helen Poland,
Mary Kief, Dolores Kreis, Mary
Beth Ritter, Joan Titus, Anna
Mary Kock, Marie Fitzpatrick,
Audrey Loeffler, Jeanne Kessling,
!w1:ary Lou Koenig, Dorothy S elz €~ .

Bamberger.
The Institute is limited to fifty
men and fifty women students
and is planned particularly for
leaders in International Relations
Club and Commission w o r k.
Sponsorship for the Institute is
by the National Commission on
International Relations in cooperation with the Catholic Association for International Peace.
The Catholic University of
America and Trinity College will
be host colleges to the Institute,
headquarters of which will be at
'Trinity College.

EDGECLIFF

Regional President

Bishop Byrne Attends
May Day Ceremony
Faculty, Students
Enjoy Play Day

Mary Claire Leis

New Club Prexies
Elected For '49-'50
Election results in the various
clubs on campus were announced
at the last convocation of the entire student body for this school
term.
The following girls were elected as presidents of their respective cl ubs: Pan American Club,
Corrine Geers; Literary Guild,
Nancy Mecklenborg; German
Club, Katherine Papp; Sociology
Club, Marie Brown; Edgecliff
Players, Suzanne Schimanski;
Science Club, Mary Lee Hirschberg; Latin Club, Cecilia Dwyer ;
International Relations Club, Corinne Geers ; Home Economics
Club, Angela Castelluccio; French
Club, Mary Feldman; C.S.M.C. ,
Mary Theresa Duwel ; Music Club,
Cecilia Dwyer; Choral Group,
Shirley Halloran; Edgecliff Debaters, Jane Beck; Inter-American
Commission, Carol Stagaman.

Peking Day, annual CSMC
sponsored activity for the benefit
of Peking University in China,
was recently held at Edgecliff.
After a brief talk by Mary
Ruth Wong, freshman Chinese
student, the student body and the
faculty adjo urn ed to the out-ofdoors where such games as croquet, ping-pong, baseball, skipping rope, bridge, and jacks were
participated in by a large number of students and faculty members.
The traditional baseball game
between the Ohioans and Kentuckians ended in victory for the
latter team, led by Father Graham and Martha Parks. A pingpong tournament in which 25
girls participated was won by
Ruth Ann Ballhaus.
Following the play session,
which was organized by Jeanne
Dossman, Fay Truss and Ruth
Willke, the annual "supper-atthe-grill" was held on the back
campus.

Abolish Exams!
Debaters Decide
Mary Lee Hirshberg and Loretta Maloney were the winners
of an inter-club contest of the
Edgecliff Debaters on May third.
The winners took the affirmative
of the topic: Resolved : That
Final Course Exams Should be
Abolished in Liberal Arts Colleges.

The unexpected presence of
Most Rev. C. E. B yrne, Bishop of
Galveston, Texas, added a special
note of dignity to the May Day
services held here at Edgecliff on
the afternoon of Sunday, May 15.
Bishop Byrne was in Cincinnati actin g as supreme spiritual
director for the 30th supreme
council convention of the Catholic Knights of America which was
held May 15-18.
The distinguished visitor was
introduced to Edgecliff by Father
John Dillon and altho ugh the
Bishop had planned to stop for
a few minutes only at Our Lady
of Cincinnati, he arrived immediately before the May Day ceremony began and was so impressed as to remain for the
entire ceremony and to join the
group for pictures at the grotto,
one of which is included in the
insert of this issue of the Edge-

cliff.

"The Last Waltz"
To Be Played
Tomorrow Night
The annual Senior Ball will be
held tomorrow night in the Marie
Antoinette Ballroom, Hotel Alms,
Margery Winters, chairman, has
anounced.
This, the final social event of
the school year, is a formal
dance to which the juniors and
guests of the seniors are invited
by the senior class. Music for
dancing will be supplied by
Charlie Kehrer and his orchestra,
from 9 until 1 o'cl ock.
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Henry Kessling ; alumna of Our
Lady of Angels High School;
Science Club, 2 years; International Relations Club, 1 year;
Choral Club, 2 years.
Mary Kief, Spanish major;
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Kief; alumna of Mother of Mercy
Academy; French Club, 2 years,
secretary-treas urer junior year;
Music Club, 2 years; Choral Club,
4 years; International Relations
Club, 1 year; Pan American Club,
4 years, treas urer, junior year,
president senior year; Edgecliff
P layers, 4 years; Inter-American
Union, Chairman, seni or year.
Theresa Jean Kinder, sociology
major; daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Alois Kinder ; alumna of Roosevelt High School, Dayton, Ohio;
Choral Club, 4 years; Music Club,
4 years; Sociology Club, 2 years;
Art Club, 3 years; vice-president
senior year; Edgecliff Players, 2
years; French Club, 2 years;
C.S.M.C., 1 year.
Anna Mary Kock , Chemistry
major; daughter of Mrs. Charles
H. K ock; alumna of Mother of
M ercy Academy; Science Club, 4
years; President senior year;
G erman Club, 4 years; secretary
j unior year; Choral Club, 3 years;
International R elations Club, 1
year; Class secretary, sophomore
year; Class vice-pres., Senior year
Mary Lou Koenig, Chemistry
major; daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Elmer V. Koenig; alum na of R egina High School; Science Club,
4 years, secretary senior year;
Pan American Club, 2 years;
Edgecliff Players, 2 years; Choral
Club, 2 years; International Relations Club, 4 years; Class treasurer, sophomore year.
Dolores Kreis, Biology major;
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
G. Kreis; alumna of Summit

Country Day School; Science
Club, 4 years; German Club, 4
years, Choral Club, 3 years; Pan
American Club, 2 years, treasurer senior year; Music Club, 4
years, Program Chairman, sophomore year, president, senior year.
Joan Latta, Sociology major;
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Grant
A. Dibert ; alumna of Highlands
High School, Ft. Thomas, K y.;
Sociology Club, 3 years, vicepresident senior year.
Audrey Loeffler, Sociology major; daughter of M r. and Mrs. J .
A. Loeffler; alumna of St. Joseph
Acaden v; Sociology Club, 2 years;
German Club . 2 years; Choral
Club, 3 years; Class treasurer,
senior year.
Mary Jo McGovern, Food and
Nutritio n major ; daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Paul C. McGovern;
alumna of Mother of Mercy Academy; German Club, 2 years; Home
Economics Club, 4 years, president senior year.
Mary Margaret Mercurio, Food
a nd Nutrition major; daughter of .
Mr. and Mrs. John Mercurio;
alumna of Moth er of Mercy
Academy; Home Economics Club,
4 years; Pan American Club, 1
year; C.S.M.C., 1 year; Science
Club, 2 years; Edgecliff Players,
1 year; Class vice-president, junior year.
Martha Molloy, Sociology major; daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
John Molloy, alumna of Franklin High School; Sociology Club,
3 years; Home Economics Club,
1 year; C.S.M.C., 1 year; Student
Council, 1 year; Dormitory Council, 2 years, president senior year.
Hilda Motzer, German major;
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George
Motzer; alumna of Hughes High
School; German Club, ? years.
Genevieve Nader, Sociology major; daughter of Mr. and Mrs.

Thomas Nader; alumna of Farrell
Senior High School, Farrell, Pa. ;
International Relations Club, 2
years; Music Club, 3 years; Sociology Club, 3 years; Debating
Club , 1 year; C.S.M.C., 2 years;
French Club, 2 years; Edgecliff
Players, 2 years.
Mary Alyce Osterman, English
major ; daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
C. B. Osterman ; alumna of Im maculate Conception Academy,
Oldenb urg, Ind iana ; F rench Club,
1 year; Science Club, 1 year; Art
Club, 1 year; Literary Guild, 2
years, vice-president senior year.
Helen Poland, Chemistry major; daughter of Mr. Jam es E .
Poland; alumna of Mother of
Mercy Academy ; P refect of Sodality, senior year; Science Club,
4 years; German Club, 4 years,
secretary seni or year; C .S.M.C. , 4
years; Edgecliff staff member, 3
years; columnist senior year;
Music Club, 2 years; Choral Club,
2 years; Edgecliff Players, 1 year.
Margaret Mary Rack, Food and
Nutrition major; daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Frank 0 . Rack; al umn a
of Mother of Mercy Academy ;
Home Econom ics Club, 4 years,
secretary, j un ior year , vice-president, senior year; Pan American
Club, 2 years; Edgecliff Players,
4 years; Science Club, 1 year;
Choral Club, 2 years.
Claire Reidell , History major;
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reidell; alumna of Our Lady of
Angels High School; Class President, junior year; Student Council president, senior year; International Relations Club, 4 years,
president senior year; C.S.M.C., 4
years; Music Club, 4 years, treasurer, junior year; Pan American
Club, 4 years; Edgecliff Players,
4 years; French Club, 4 years;
Debating Club, 1 year; Choral
Club, 4 years.

Mary Beth Ritter, English major; daughter of Mrs. Carl J . Ritter; alumna of Mother of Mercy
Academy; Edgecliff Players, 4
years, secretary senior ye a r ;
Choral Club, 4 years; Internation al Relations Club, 4 years, vicepresident senior year; German
Club, 1 year; French Club, 1 year;
C.S.M.C., 4 years, president senior
year; Debating Club, 1 year, secretary junior ye a r; Literary
Guild, 2 years; Science Club, 1
year; Editorial Staff of Literary
Annual, 3 years; N.F.C.C.S., regional delegate, sophomore year,
junior delegate junior year, regio nal vice-president senior year;
N.S.A. , junior delegate junior
year, seni or delegate, seni or year,
regional secretary senior year.
Martha Eileen Rourke, English
major; daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
George P . Rourke; alumna of
Cardo m e Visitation Academy,
Georgetown, K entucky; Art Club,
1 year; Fre n ch Club, 3 years; Literary Guild, 2 years.
Dorothy Selzer, German major ;
daughter of M r. and Mrs. George
C. Selzer; alumna of St. Mary
High School; German Club, 4
years, treasurer junior year, presi dent senior year; French Club, 3
years, vice-president junior year;
Music Club, 3 year s; Edgecliff
Players, 4 years, vice-president
seni or year; Student Council,
se nior year; C.S.M.C., 1 year;
Choral Club, 2 years.
Joanne Snook, Bachelor of
Science in Nursing; daughter of
Mrs. Bertha Snook; alumna of
Notre Dam e Academy, Toledo,
Ohio; German Club, 2 years;
Science Club, 1 year; Music Club,
1 year; C.S.M.C., 2 years; Choral
Club, 1 year.
Joan Titus, Spanish major;
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R. Gordon Titus; alumna of Piqua Cath-

olic High School ; Class treasurer,
freshman year; Music Club, 3
years, secretary sophomore year;
Choral Club, 4 years, president
senior year; Pan American Club,
4 years; C.S.M.C., 4 years; Literary Guild, 1 year.
Fay Truss, Mathematics major ;
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E. J .
Truss; alumna of St. Mary's High
School; C.S.M .C., 4 years; German Club, 4 years; Edgecliff
Players, 2 years; Science Club, 1
year; D ebating Club, 1 year; International R elations Club, 1
year; N.F.C.C .S., Student Relief
Director, senior year.
Arlene Wertz, Sociology major; daughter of Mr. Charles G .
Wertz; alumna of Regi na High
School; Sociology Club, 2 years ;
Science Club, 1 year; Choral Club,
4 years; C.S.M.C., 4 years.
Ruth Willke, Bachelor of Science in Nursing; daughter of D r.
and Mrs. G. T . Willi e; alumna of
Our Lady of Angels High School
and Good Samaritan Hospital
School of Nursing; Home Econom ics Club, 1 year; Science Club, 2
years; C.S.M.C., 2 years; Pan
American Club, 1 year; Choral
Club, 1 year; Edgecliff Players,
1 year.
Margery Winters, French major; daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
William P . Winters ; alumna of
Brown County Ursulines, St.
Martin, Ohio ; C.S.M.C., 2 years;
Latin Club, 4 years; French, 4
years, president junior and senior
years; Pan American Club, 4
years; Music Club, 3 yea1s; Scien ce Club, 1 year; International
Relations Club, 4 years; Choral
Club, 4 years; Edgecliff Players,
4 years; Debating Club, 1 year;
vice-president of Student Council, senior year; Class president,
senior year; Student Council, 2
years.
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